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Discussion Questions
for In the Wind
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’l What 4id the title and the cover art lead
| you to expect? Do covers or titles
typically play a role in your reading
choicea?

What were your first impressions of Amni )\ J
Koakinen? Did anything about her
surprise you as the story developed? In
general, do you like first person
narrators or do you prefer atories that

are t0ld from more than one point of
view?
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Did the Chicago setting leave an
impression on you? If you are familiar
with the city, 4id it scem realistic? What
abkout the settings in Minnesota and
Wisconain?
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The plot involves political issues from a
the past and present. Did the political "'\
themes enhance or interfere with your o
reading experience? Do you feel the ‘ N )
author was evenhanded or was the

portrayal of issues hiased? In general,
how do you feel about political themes in
| fietion?
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Anni's Brother Martin doesn't play a major
role in the plot, But he has a 1ot todo My

wWith Anni's background and character. Do
you think this portrayal of autism was

reglistic?
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| Rosa Saenz. did you find the shift from a
radical past to gentle and peaceful
church worker bhelievable? Was there

-
anything akout her than hadn't changed?
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What did you think of the role Sophie's

kipolar disorder and her family's

regponse played in the Book? Did you find

it a distraction? Have you ever Known a

family in & similar situation?
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Were there any secondary characters you
particulariy liked or disliked - Pather Sikora,
Lucas, Filar who live downstairs, Thea Adelman the
lawyer, various witnesses Anni interviews, the FEI
agent on the cass ...
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Anni feels Betrayed by Jim when ahe learnms he

was responsikle for his father's death. Why, umder
the circumstances, would he encourage her to -
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take on the case? Was it just to stay in the loop
in the investigation, to save his marriage, or
fid ke actually want Anni to know? Did you fimd
this twist plausible or probklematic?
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What about the ending? Were you surpriscd? Rid
you find it unconvineing? Would you have

preferred a different ending - &nd, if 80, what
would it he?
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